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measures were destined to redound to the advantage
of his country, and to inaugurate an era of hitherto
undreamt-of prosperity.

Henry VIII. succeeded to the throne under most
favourable circumstances lie was young, handsome,
accomplished, and personally popular, while the
wealth, carefully collected by his father, enabled him
for a time to be extravagant and generous without
having recourse to extra taxation. His title was
secure, since the most serious rivals of the Tudor
dynasty had been executed, and the surviving De la
Poles were exiles on the Continent. In short, he
came into the enjoyment of the fruits of his prede-
cessor's work, without inheriting the unpopularity,
which the completion of that work had fastened upon
Henry VII. He was, therefore, able to engage in
schemes which would have been impossible for his
father, and to enter upon the fascinating game of
European politics without dreading that even a slight
mistake might cost him his throne. As a result,
there is a certain light-heartedness, a certain lack of
consistency in his relations with foreign states, which
makes the early part of his reign, during which these
foreign relations were the chief concern of the govern-
ment, peculiar in English history. Henry is depicted
as " bluff King Hal," a jovial tyrant, and to a certain
extent his reign bears out this estimate of his
character. He fights and makes peace and fights
again, all with a total disregard for any sort of
principle, with a bland inconsequence which is al-
most attractive, acting as though war were a pleasant
game, and as though it did not matter which side he